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GameDay
kaimin
The 
Voice
Story by Matthew McLeod
The legend of Peter Christian 
and ‘First Down, Montana!’
October 31, 2009        The Kaimin is the student newspaper at the University of Montana   Kickoff 1:07 p.m.
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It’s been a long, strange trip for 
the man behind the Grizzly micro-
phone.
For the past 11 seasons, public 
address announcer Peter Christian 
has been right at home in the booth, 
but it’s a place he never dreamed 
he’d find himself.
“Growing up, I think doing this 
stuff was the farthest thing from my 
mind,” Christian said.
His odyssey began three and a 
half decades ago.
The year was 1973. Long hair 
was in, bell-bottoms were all the 
rage and rock ‘n’ roll ruled the air-
waves. Nineteen-year-old Christian 
was living in Helena, holding down 
a job at a grocery store while try-
ing to make it big as a drummer in 
a rock band.
He’d recently returned from 
what he described as a “miserable” 
stint studying journalism at UM, 
where he said he learned painfully 
little, other than what he didn’t want 
to do with his life.
“All I got out of it was that I 
knew I didn’t want anything to do 
with journalism,” Christian said. 
“I could never see myself being a 
reporter. I just couldn’t stand the 
thought of being so pushy.”
Instead, Christian poured him-
self into music, but when his band 
broke up, he made a choice that 
would change his life. Remem-
bering that a high school speech 
teacher had once complimented 
him on his voice, he went down to 
Helena’s KCAP talk radio station to 
see what, if anything, he could do 
about it.
“I walked in there, they tested 
my voice and they hired me on 
the spot,” Christian said. “I had 
no training and no experience, but 
I landed a full time job. It was like 
God opened the door and I just 
stepped through it.”
Christian, whose real last name 
is Wahl, changed his radio moniker 
to reflect his faith. He’s never been 
afraid to spread the gospel, and 
The man, the voice, the legend: 
Peter Christian, Grizzly icon
that’s partly because he’s anything 
but shy. And for a guy with his af-
fable personality, Christian is in the 
right business.
For the past 35 years, he’s been 
talking. And talking. And talking 
some more.
He’s not only worked his way 
up to being the voice of the Griz-
zlies, he’s also become something 
he once loathed – a journalist. 
Christian is a reporter and radio 
host at KGVO, where he anchors the 
award-winning “Montana Morning 
Show” and appears on “Talk Back,” 
a news and talk show he co-hosts 
with producer Pete Denault.
Denault said Christian’s colorful 
personality has helped him make 
connections and make headway in 
the business.
“It doesn’t hurt that Peter’s tre-
mendously outgoing,” Denault said. 
“He’s one of the most likeable guys 
you’ll meet.”
And one of the hardest working.
Christian’s 14-hour workday 
starts early. He sets his alarm for 
2:30 a.m. and is at work at 3 a.m. 
After handling his hosting duties, 
Christian heads home to his studio 
to record commercials for his own 
production company – Peter Chris-
tian Communication.
Come Saturdays, Christian still 
isn’t ready for a break.
He gets to the stadium at 10 a.m. 
on game days and spends the hours 
before kickoff polishing his act.
“I think other people in the 
booth get annoyed with me because 
I’ll stand there and go over every 
word I have to say,” Christian said. 
“And you wouldn’t believe how 
much there is to say.”
He’s quick to mention that he’d 
sound like a “blithering idiot up 
there” without his spotter, PA as-
sistant John Wahl (no relation), who 
keeps Christian up to speed with 
what’s happening on the field.
Wahl said in past years there 
was plenty of dead time for he and 
his boss to get a breather, but these 
days, with all the advertisements 
Christian has to read, it leaves little 
time for him to take care of other 
pressing needs.
“As soon as he gets a break, he 
literally sprints to the bathroom,” 
Wahl said. “It’s really comical.”
And working with a man he said 
has “more personality than anyone 
I know” leaves Wahl no shortage of 
entertainment.
“There are some moments you’d 
be surprised at,” Wahl said. “Peter’s 
such a nice guy, but sometimes, 
when there’s a bad call, he gets re-
ally worked up. He’ll be up there 
yelling and swearing, or, I should 
say, getting as close to swearing as 
Peter gets. And two seconds later 
he’s back over the air calmly say-
ing, ‘Fifteen yard penalty…’”
Christian’s enthusiasm is con-
tagious  it’s one of the reasons his 
first down call has become legend-
ary. Christian said he picked up the 
idea a decade ago at a University 
of Idaho game in Spokane, where 
the cheer wasn’t going over nearly 
so well as it does in Washington-
Grizzly.
“I was sitting there watching 
the game and the announcer would 
give this pathetic, half-hearted first 
down call and about 20 people 
would kind of meekly respond, 
‘Vandals,’” Christian said. “I came 
back here and I told the crowd this 
is how it was going to work. ‘From 
now, every time I say “first down,” 
I want you to really scream “Mon-
tana!’”
“People have always seemed to 
respond ever since.”
Somehow, it’s not hard to see 
why.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
Hugh Carey/Kaimin file photo
Peter Christian has served as the Griz PA announcer for 11 seasons. He is also a reporter and radio host at KGVO in Missoula. 
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In a game that may give the 
Washington-Grizzly scoreboard 
operator carpal tunnel, two of the 
top three offenses in the Big Sky 
clash on Saturday as No. 14 Weber 
State visits Missoula for the first 
time since the No. 2 Griz sent them 
packing in last year’s playoffs. 
Weber State will bring back 
some familiar faces and some new 
weapons as star senior running 
back Trevyn Smith and redshirt 
freshman running back Bo Bolen 
look to try and erase last year’s dis-
appointment by ruining the Griz-
zlies’ perfect season.
“It definitely was a sour feel-
ing,” Bolen said. “Even as a red-
shirt freshman, it was definitely a 
sour feeling when we lost.”
Bolen said the Wildcats have 
just begun to look at tape from 
the Grizzlies’ game against East-
ern Washington two weeks ago. 
In that game, Eastern’s speedy 
running back Taiwan Jones sliced-
and-diced the Griz defense for 145 
yards on 17 carries and the Eagles 
rushed for a total of 177 yards in 
the contest.
“Taiwan is incredibly fast,” Bo-
len said. “He had some good vision 
on zone play.”
Bolen hopes Weber State 
can replicate that success on the 
ground, but also do something 
Eastern couldn’t do: come away 
from Missoula with a win. 
Wins are rare for opponents in 
Missoula. In fact, the last time the 
Griz lost in the regular season at 
home to a conference foe was in 
2005 against Eastern.
According to Bolen, Washing-
ton-Grizzly stadium is even more 
intimidating than Rice-Eccles Sta-
dium, home of the defending Sugar 
Bowl champion Utah Utes. When 
Weber State last played Utah in 
2008, it was the 14th largest crowd 
ever at the stadium (45,117). 
“Last year when we went up (to 
Missoula), the home-field advan-
tage is just amazing,” Bolen said.
“I like going there because I 
like the fans and I like the crowd, 
and I like the noise because it’s 
a fun place to play,” said Weber 
State coach Ron McBride dur-
ing Wednesday’s Big Sky coaches 
conference call.
If Weber State has an ace up 
its sleeve, it has to be Smith. He is 
second in the conference (behind 
Jones), averaging 103.4 rushing 
yards per game, as well as 139 all-
purpose yards per game. 
“Well, we’re looking for Trevyn 
to play like he’s always played and 
looking for Bolen to add to what 
we’re doing,” McBride said. “Both 
kids are good players.”
Smith dominated in both games 
against the Griz last year, account-
ing for more than 200 yards of to-
tal offense. In Ogden he had 158 
yards on 22 carries and 54 yards 
on four catches. During the play-
offs in Missoula, Smith rushed for 
104 yards on 19 carries and caught 
seven balls for 129 yards. 
Smith is the only rusher in We-
ber State history to eclipse 4,000 
yards in a career. He has also accu-
mulated more than 1,000 receiving 
yards and scored 50 touchdowns, 
further cementing his legacy as 
one of the most dangerous offen-
sive weapons in the history of the 
conference.
Going into 2009, the three-time 
All-Big Sky first team running 
back was put on the Walter Payton 
Award watch-list.
More than the stats and the ac-
colades, Bolen is most impressed 
by Smith’s balance during runs. 
“He’s got very good balance,” 
Bolen said. “That surprised me.”
For as much of a threat as Smith 
can be, Bolen is quickly emerging 
as possibly the next great Wildcat 
running back. 
In undoubtedly the best perfor-
mance of his young career, Bolen 
rushed for 207 yards on 37 carries 
and one touchdown against North-
ern Colorado in Greeley, Colo., last 
week. Bolen, who is from Aurora, 
Colo., started the game after Smith 
was suspended for the first half for 
a violation of team rules. Bolen 
did not disappoint his family and 
friends who came to cheer their na-
tive son. 
He finished with 295 all-pur-
pose yards on that day after catch-
ing three passes for 43 yards and 
returning three kickoffs for 45 
yards.
Similar to how UM running 
backs Thomas Brooks-Fletcher 
and Chase Reynolds complement 
each other, Bolen and Smith are 
becoming the two-headed monster 
in Weber State’s backfield.
Although they compete for 
playing time, Bolen is apprecia-
tive of the lessons Smith has taught 
him, including proper discipline, 
the benefits of having a short mem-
ory and “the tricks of the trade,” as 
Bolen likes to put it. 
“He’s taught me a lot over this 
year and last year,” Bolen said. 
The short memory trick was 
handy in Colorado as Bolen fum-
bled twice in the first half but still 
managed to put up huge numbers 
as the game continued. The coach-
ing staff was so impressed with his 
performance that Smith was actu-
ally given the entire day off. 
“You can’t ever worry about 
what you don’t have, you just wor-
ry about what you do have,” Mc-
Bride said.
In coming to Missoula, what 
McBride does have is a stellar of-
fense and a pair of running backs 
that should give the Griz defense 
fits all day. 
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Smith and protégé lead dangerous Weber running game
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Weber State running back Trevyn Smith carries the ball in a game earlier this season. Smith, who is the Wildcats’ all time 
leading rusher, is second in the Big Sky in rushing, averaging 103 yards per game.
Photo courtesy Robert Casey
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2009 Record • 7-0, 4-0 Big Sky
2 Trumaine Johnson  FR CB 6’2” 185 lbs      Stockton, Calif.
3 Andrew Swink  JR CB 5’9” 175 lbs      Rowland Heights, Calif.
4 Erik Stoll   SO S 6’2” 200 lbs      Sand Point, Idaho
5 Donny Lisowski  FR CB 5’11” 190 lbs      Seattle, Wash.
6 Aaron Roberts   FR WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Spokane, Wash.
7 Jeff Larson  SO WR 6’4” 215 lbs      Cut Bank, Mont. 
8 Sam Gratton  FR WR 6’0” 183 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
9 Mike McCord  FR CB 5’11” 185 lbs      Phoenix, Ariz. 
10 Shawn Lebsock  JR LB 6’0” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
11 Brandon Dodson   JR CB 5’8” 170 lbs      Tulare, Calif. 
12 Andrew Selle  SO QB 6’2” 207 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
13 Josh Pelczar  FR WR 6’0” 180 lbs      Colstrip, Mont. 
14 Steven Rominger  FR S 5’10” 185 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
16 Jabin Sambrano  SO WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Temecula, Calif. 
17 Gerald Kemp  FR QB 6’2” 205 lbs      San Diego, Calif. 
18 Justin Roper   JR QB 6’6” 215 lbs      Buford, Ga.
19 Sean Murray  SR CB 6’1” 190 lbs      Corona, Calif. 
20 Nick Haynes  SO CB 5’11” 180 lbs      Butte, Mont. 
21 Keith Thompson  JR CB 5’8” 175 lbs      Porterville, Calif. 
23 Levi Buckles  FR WR 6’3” 225 lbs      Post Falls, Idaho
24 Thomas Brooks-Fletcher JR RB 5’10” 210 lbs      Bellevue, Wash.
25 Brandon Fisher  JR LB 5’10” 205 lbs      Franklin, Tenn.
26 Russell Schey  FR K 6’2” 185 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
27 Tel Reynolds   FR RB 6’0” 190 lbs      Drummond, Mont.  
28 Peter Nguyen   SR RB 5’8” 175 lbs      Bellevue, Wash. 
29 Bryce Carver   RS WR 6’1” 170 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
30 Mike Cummings  SO  SS 6’1” 200 lbs      Scottsdale, Ariz. 
31 Tim Anderson  SR LB 6’0” 205 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
32 Alex Shaw  SO LB 6’2” 231 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
33 Cole Lockwood  SO LB 6’1” 215 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
34 Chase Reynolds  JR RB 6’0” 195 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
35 Dan Moore   SO RB 5’11” 225 lbs         Tucson, Ariz.  
36 Houston Stockton  JR S 5’10” 165 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
37 Carson Bender  JR DT 6’4” 280 lbs      Deer Lodge, Mont. 
38 Ryan Nelson  SR S 5’11” 200 lbs      Wright, Wyo. 
39 Shann Schillinger  SR S 6’1” 199 lbs      Baker, Mont. 
40 Caleb McSurdy  SO LB 6’1”  245 lbs      Boise, Idaho
41 Kirk Stoll   SO RB 5’11” 190 lbs      Sandpoint, Idaho  
42 Jace Palmer  SR DE 6’3” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
44 Jordan Tripp  FR LB 6’2”  240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
45 Beau Donaldson  SO RB 6’1” 223 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
46 Clay Pierson  FR LB 6’3” 212 lbs      Twin Bridges, Mont. 
47 Severin Campbell  JR DE 6’4” 210 lbs      Golden, Colo. 
49 Kevin Klaboe  SR H-Back 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
50 Brian Waldhauser   SO DT 6’4” 242 lbs      Worden, Mont.
51 Chris Bradford  FR DT 6’2” 255 lbs      San Bernardino, Calif. 
52 Ty Timmer   FR LB 6’2” 205 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
53 Josh Stuberg  FR LB 6’2” 216 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
54 Austin Mullins  SR DT 6’2” 273 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
55 Ethan Tweet  FR OG 6’2” 270 lbs      Fort Benton, Mont. 
56 Brock Coyle  FR LB 6’2” 215 lbs      Bozeman, Mont. 
57 Charles Burton  SO OL 6’5” 315 lbs      Long Beach, Calif. 
58 Andrew Glueckert  FR DE 6’3” 225 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
60 Blake Lebeau  FR OL 6’5” 285 lbs      Union City, Calif. 
61 Jake Raynock  FR OL 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
63 Brett Brauer  FR OG 6’2” 260 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
65 Ty Rogers  FR OL 6’2” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
66 Russell Piette  JR OL 6’4” 310 lbs      Vancouver, Wash. 
70 David Arndt  SO OT 6’5” 280 lbs      Highlands Ranch, Colo. 
71 Alex Verlanic  JR OC 6’2” 282 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
72 Levi Horn  SR OT 6’7” 315 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
73 Bob DeBruckyer  FR OL  6’5  235 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
74 Jon Opperud  SO OL 6’7” 305 lbs      Milwaukie, Ore. 
75 Chris Dyk  SR OT 6’8” 297 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
77 Terran Hillesland  SR OG 6’7” 323 lbs      Sidney, Mont. 
78 Kyle Kmet  FR OC 6’5” 271 lbs      Bonita, Calif. 
79 Kyle Hofmann  FR OL 6’4” 280 lbs      Orcas Island, Wash. 
80 Marc Mariani  SR WR 6’0” 185 lbs      Havre, Mont. 
81 Tyler Palmer  SR WR 6’3” 210 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
82 Jacob Haas  FR TE 6’5” 225 lbs      Portland, Ore. 
83 Brody McKnight  SO K/P 6’0”  194 lbs      Vancouver, British Columbia
84 Bobby Hirsch  FR TE 6’4” 210 lbs      Belgrade, Mont. 
85 Connor Smith  FR WR 6’3” 198 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
86 Greg Hardy  FR TE 6’5” 245 lbs      Fairview, Mont. 
87 Dan Beaudin  SR TE 6’5” 252 lbs      Trout Creek, Mont. 
88 Steve Pfahler  SR TE 6’5” 246 lbs      Frenchtown, Mont. 
89  Rob Overton  JR TE 6’6” 240 lbs      San Leandro, Calif. 
90 Ryan Fetherston  SO DE 6’4” 218 lbs      East Helena, Mont. 
91 Bobby Alt  SO DE 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif. 
92 George Mercer  SR DE 6’3” 241 lbs      Libby, Mont. 
93 Braydon Schilling  SO DT 6’2” 270 lbs      Gillette, Wyo. 
94 Sean Wren  SO P 6’6” 210 lbs      Yorba Linda, Calif. 
95 Ray DeBruycker  FR DE 6’3” 210 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
96 Josh Harris  FR DE 6’5” 231 lbs      Kalispell, Mont. 
97 Mike Sylvestre   FR DT 6’2” 275 lbs      Chandler, Ariz. 
98 Brett Hutter    SO DT 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif.
99 Tyler Hobbs  SO DT 6’4” 280 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
RBChase Reynolds34
Numerical Roster
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Numerical Roster
1 Mike Phillips  JR WR 6’1” 190 lbs Seaside, California
2 Jon Willliams  JR K 5’10” 185 lbs San Diego, California
3 Faron Creighton  SO CB 6’2” 190 lbs Lakewood, California
4 Joe Collins  SR WR 6’3” 185 lbs Seaside, California
5 Thyrell Lewis  SR CB 5’9” 175 lbs Hawthorne, California
6 Blake Keller  SO S 6’2” 205 lbs Salt Lake City, Utah
7 Kamana Kaimikaua  FR WR 6’3” 210 lbs Hawai’i Kai, Hawai’i
8 Bo Bolen   FR RB 5’9” 200 lbs Aurora, Colorado
9 Jordan Brown  JR S 6’2” 175 lbs Brigham City, Utah
10 Joel Hancock  FR QB 6’4” 200 lbs Ogden, Utah
11 Mike Hoke  FR QB 6’2” 210 lbs Kailua, Hawai’i
12 Cameron Higgins  JR QB 6’2” 200 lbs Hawai’i Kai,  Hawai’i
13 Brian Jankowski  FR TE 6’4” 245 lbs Idaho Falls, Idaho
15 Beau Hadley  SR S 6’0” 195 lbs Taylor, Utah
16 Mike Snoy  SR P/K 6’2” 180 lbs Layton, Utah
20 Brandt Eteuati  JR CB 5’9” 200 lbs Layton, Utah
21 Antwain Stutson  SO CB 6’1” 185 lbs Pomona, California
22 C.J. Tuckett  FR RB 5’10” 190 lbs Malta, Idaho
23 Cody Nakamura  SR TE 6’2” 240 lbs Wailuku, Hawai’i
24 Josh Morris  SR CB 6’0” 190 lbs Ada, Oklahoma
25 Treyvn Smith  SR RB 5’9” 210 lbs Springville, Utah
26 Marvin Walker  SO S 6’0” 200 lbs Chino, California
27 Blake Sims  FR S 6’3” 205 lbs Syracuse, Utah
28 Lonnie Wishom II  SO CB 5’11” 200 lbs Antioch, California
29 Willie Harris  FR ROV 6’0” 210 lbs Layton, UT
30 Taylor Sedillo  JR MLB 5’11” 235 lbs Salt Lake City, Utah
31 Vaingamalie Tafuna  JR FB 6’1” 240 lbs Mesa, Arizona
32 Justin White  SO RB 5’10” 195 lbs Wellston, Oklahoma
33 Derek Cosper  JR FB 6’1” 235 lbs Carrollton, Texas
34 Zac Eldridge  JR FB 6’1” 230 lbs Sandy, Utah
36 Zach Higgins  SO S 5’10” 195 lbs Hawai’i Kai, Hawai’i
38 Sam Fenn   JR DE 6’3” 235 lbs Enterprise, Utah
40 Brett Felton  SO ROV 6’1” 210 lbs Yakima, Washington
41 Andy Yocom  SO MLB 6’3” 215 lbs Syracuse, Utah
42 Kevin Linehan  SR DE 6’3” 245 lbs Los Alamitos, California
43 T.J. Moser  FR CB 5’10” 170 lbs North Ogden, Utah
45 Nick Webb  SO ROV/SLB 6’5” 225 lbs Salt Lake City, Utah
46 Steve Halverson  SO SLB 6’0” 225 lbs Elk Grove, California 
47 Gabe Bowers  SO DE 6’3” 255 lbs Salt Lake City, Utah
50 Demetri Enesi  FR DE 6’2” 260 lbs The Dalles, Oregon
52 Brett Dille  SR SLB 6’1” 225 lbs Riverdale, Utah
53 Kyle Mutcher  SR OC 6’3” 300 lbs Park City, Utah
56 Alofaifo Levale  FR OG 6’2” 300 lbs Juneau, Alaska
64 Spencer Rangasan  FR OC 6’0” 280 lbs West Jordan, Utah
65 Cameron Molifua  SR OC 6’1” 295 lbs Oceanside, California
68 Joe Larson  SR NG 6’1” 260 lbs Crescent City, California
70 Tytan Timoteo  FR OG 6’2” 300 lbs Waianae, Hawai’i
72 Caleb Turner  SO OT 6’4” 270 lbs Redlands, California
73 J.C. Oram  SO OG 6’4” 280 lbs Slaterville, Utah
76 Tim Farabee  SO OG 6’5” 285 lbs St. George, Utah
78 Nestor Cruz  SR OT 6’4” 305 lbs Fresno, California
80 Matt Miller  JR WR 5’9” 180 lbs Scotts Valley, California
81 Tim Toone  SR WR 5’10” 170 lbs Peoria, Arizona
82 Tyrell Francisco  JR TE 6’3” 240 lbs Kelowna, British Columbia
83 Kevin Halfhill  JR TE 6’7” 250 lbs Citrus Heights, California
84 Austin Raught  SO WR 6’2” 200 lbs Farr West, Utah
89 Bobby Parker  FR TE 6’6” 210 lbs San Diego, California
90 Caldwell Taylor  SO DE 6’5” 215 lbs Deweyville, Utah
91 Brighton Barkdull  SR DE 6’3” 250 lbs Kaysville, Utah
92 Trevor Pletcher  FR DE 6’2” 230 lbs Edmond, Oklahoma
93 Maiah Fa’atoafe  FR DT 6’0” 280 lbs Honolulu, Hawai’i
95 Ryan Eastman  SO NT 6’0” 270 lbs Honolulu, Hawai’i
99 Adam Sagapolutele-White FR NT 5’11” 280 lbs Waipahu, Hawai’i
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A loss in the regular season; a 
win in the playoffs.
In many respects, Montana 
earned revenge on the Weber 
State Wildcats’ last season. Af-
ter a humbling loss on the road in 
the regular season last year, the 
Griz sent the Wildcats, and their 
national title hopes, packing with 
a 24-13 win in the national quar-
terfinals. But Bobby Hauck’s crew 
isn’t quite done with Weber yet.  
“We want to settle what it is 
from last season. They beat us in 
the regular season. We beat them 
in the playoffs,” sophomore defen-
sive end Bobby Alt said. “We want 
to settle it once and for all.”
Undefeated last year, and lead-
ing the Big Sky Conference, the 
Griz arrived in Ogden, Utah, as 
the favorite. But Weber scored, 
and scored often, against the Mon-
tana defense, putting up 45 points 
en route to a 45-28 upset. 
Between the Weber game, and 
the 35 points given up the previ-
ous week to Central Washington, 
the Griz defense had surrendered 
80 points in two games. 
Then something changed.
They went into the playoffs and 
held Weber to 32 fewer points than 
they had in their previous meeting. 
“It’s a simple answer,” said 
Hauck, whose team is 4-0 in con-
ference play this season. “We just 
played better. That’s what good 
teams do. They get better as the 
season goes on.”
Hauck said the meeting with 
the Wildcats in the playoffs was a 
big game on several levels.
“It was huge game for a lot of 
reasons,” Hauck said. “One be-
cause they beat us. And two, we 
had a chance to move on to the na-
tional semi-final game if we won. 
Which, in fact, we did.”
The Wildcats return this year 
with established starters Cam 
Higgins at quarterback and Trev-
yn Smith at running back. Higgins 
has thrown for 24 touchdowns 
midway through the season, while 
Smith is the league’s second lead-
ing rusher with 103 yards per 
game.
“What really makes them spe-
cial is their balance on offense,” 
Hauck said. “They can run it. 
They can throw it. You can’t really 
gang up on anything.”
Smith was absent from Weber’s 
28-20 win over Northern Colora-
do last week – but back up Bo Bo-
len rushed for 208 yards. Hauck 
said that although Bolen had a 
big game last week, he expects to 
see the Wildcat’s career rushing 
leader back in action.
“He did a nice job,” Hauck said 
of Bolen. “But I think we’ll see 
Trevyn Smith this weekend.”
Weber enters the game with a 
5-3 record, with two of the wins 
coming against FCS opponents 
Wyoming and Colorado State by 
a combined eight points, and a 26-
21 loss at home against Montana 
State. 
Weber coach Ron McBride 
said that the loss to the Bobcats 
was an error-filled performance 
by Weber, and that in order to 
upset Montana his team needs to 
clean up and play at a higher level. 
Higgins has thrown 11 intercep-
tions so far this season.
“It wasn’t so much what Mon-
tana State did; it was more what 
we didn’t do,” McBride said, then 
proceeded to talk about how to 
stop Montana. “We have to play 
good solid defense and be in the 
right spot at the right time. There 
is no specific thing that we say 
(like), ‘OK, they have good run-
ners, good receivers, a good of-
fensive line … let’s beat up their 
offensive line, do this, do that.  Is 
it all going to work?’ You don’t 
know until the game starts.”
McBride said he looks forward 
to playing in Montana and in front 
of the fans of Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium.
  “I like going there because 
I like the fans, the crowd, the 
noise,” he said. “It’s a fun place to 
play. It’s what college football is 
all about.”
As for the Griz players, hosting 
Weber in what will be the teams’ 
third game in the past year is a 
task to relish. 
“It should be a lot of fun,” se-
nior fullback Kevin Klaboe said. 
“Definitely losing to Weber in Og-
den was painful to do. It’s an ad-
vantage playing Weber in Wash-
ington-Grizzly. Me being a senior, 
I only have two home games left 
that are guaranteed, and this is a 
big one.”
Thomas Brooks-Fletcher and 
Chase Reynolds combined for 
more than 200 yards on the ground 
last week in Montana’s 45-30 win 
over Sacramento State.
“When you have a rushing 
game that averages over 150 
(yards) it helps the whole team be-
cause your defense is off the field 
and it helps your passing game 
with play action,” junior quarter-
back Justin Roper said. 
Roper, who has continued to 
split time with Andrew Selle at 
quarterback throughout the sea-
son, looks forward to competing 
against Weber, a team he hasn’t 
faced before. 
He noted that with the current 
quarterback rotation, he has been 
seeing a lot of time in the fourth 
quarter and that with Selle per-
forming with a hot hand early in 
the past three games, Roper often-
times must finish what his coun-
terpart started.
“I don’t have to win the game. 
I just can’t lose it,” Roper said. “I 
think the way we’re doing it has 
been successful.”
Winning has been something 
that senior members of the Griz 
team are more than accustomed 
to. A win is a win. Hauck hopes 
to add another one against a fierce 
conference opponent Saturday, 
but is careful not to label the game 
a rivalry. 
“They’re the only team our se-
niors have ever lost to in the con-
ference. We’re entering the last 
month in their senior season and 
Weber is the only team they’ve 
ever tasted defeat to,” Hauck said. 
“But we have a rival, and we play 
them at the end of the season.”
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
Higgins, Weber invade Missoula 
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”“
I don’t have to win the game. 
I just can’t lose it.
Justin Roper, junior quarterback
Photo courtesy Robert CaseyWeber State quarterback Cameron Higgins fires a pass in a 2008 game against Utah. Higgins has thrown for 24 touchdowns in 2009.
Big Sky supremacy on the line as Weber, Montana clash 
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the Big SkyAr
oundNo. 21 Northern Arizona vs. Sacramento StateThe key word for the Lumber-jacks this week is “focus.”With Montana and Weber State battling it out for Big Sky Confer-ence supremacy in Missoula, third place Northern Arizona can’t af-
ford to look ahead to next week’s 
home matchup against the Wild-
cats.
If Weber manages a win Satur-
day, the Flagstaff meeting could 
take on title implications.
But first thing’s first.
Northern Arizona has to be 
ready to play in Sacramento Sat-
urday as they head to Hornet Sta-
dium to face Sacramento State 
(2-5, 2-3).
If coach Jerome Souers’ players 
have their heads in the right place, 
the Lumberjacks should roll. 
Behind quarterback Michael 
Herrick, who has 141 straight 
passing attempts without an inter-
ception, NAU has won its last four 
games in a row since dropping 
a heart-breaking seesaw battle 
against Montana on Sept. 26.
And while the Lumberjacks 
have been careful enough with 
the ball to earn a plus six turnover 
margin on the year, Sacramento 
State has been shooting them-
selves in the foot, with a margin 
of minus eight.
Sacramento quarterback Ja-
son Smith had a career-high 323 
yards against Montana last week-
end, but with the league’s stingiest 
defense, Northern should be able 
handle the Hornets’ sting.
Prediction:
The Lumberjacks keep Sacra-
mento State at bay, 35-27.
Portland State vs. Eastern 
Washington
In a contest billed as the Show-
down by the Sound, the Eastern 
Washington Eagles (5-3, 4-2) play 
host to the Portland State Vikings 
(2-6, 1-4) at Seattle’s Qwest Field 
for the first time in Eastern pro-
gram history.
PSU quarterback Drew Hubel, 
whose 623 passing yards in last 
year’s game against the Eagles 
left him just one yard short of the 
all-time NCAA FCS single-game 
record, shredded Eastern Wash-
ington’s secondary in the 47-36 
upset. But unfortunately for the 
Vikings, Hubel has been injured 
for the past two games and could 
be watching the game from the 
sidelines Saturday.
If Hubel can’t go, it will be a 
huge knock to the Vikings’ chanc-
es. Portland State needs all the 
firepower it can get to keep pace 
with the dangerous Eastern of-
fense.
The Eagles pack a powerful 
one-two punch, with running back 
Taiwan Jones leading the league 
in all-purpose yards at 187.8 per 
game and quarterback Matt Nich-
ols having tossed 13 touchdowns 
and only three interceptions in 
league play. 
Both were dynamite against 
Montana State last week — Jones 
caught six passes for 149 yards 
and two touchdowns, while Nich-
ols threw for 327 yards and four 
scores.
With a defense that’s been 
burned early and often, Portland 
coach Jerry Glanville has seen 
his team stumble to four losses 
in conference play. Even if Hubel 
suits up, the Vikings could be in 
for a long, gloomy afternoon in 
soggy Seattle.
Prediction:
With losses to Montana and 
Weber State, Eastern won’t win 
the Big Sky, but will stay near the 
top of the league when the smoke 
clears over the Battle in Seattle, 
34-21.
Idaho State vs. Montana State
It’s been a rough ride lately 
for Montana State in conference, 
having lost their last two games in 
contests that have been competi-
tive until late in the fourth quarter. 
For Idaho State, the whole sea-
son has been downright hellish.
The Bengals face Montana 
State this week looking for their 
first win in nine tries against the 
Bobcats (4-3, 2-2). 
Montana State has done much 
of its damage on the ground this 
year, and running back C.J. Palm-
er has come alive of late, piling up 
240 rushing yards in the last two 
weeks.
As for Idaho State, not so 
much.
The Bengals are averaging a 
league-worst 32 yards per game, 
with just one rushing touchdown, 
and as the ISU players look to put 
the wheels back on their ground 
attack, they’ll find Bozeman a 
tough place to do it.
Senior defensive end Dane 
Fletcher, the current Big Sky 
Defensive Player of the Week, 
spearheads a Montana State de-
fense that has held opponents to a 
league-best 86 rushing yards and 
one rushing touchdown this year.
Idaho State’s best chance to 
move the sticks will be through the 
air, and they’re banking on quar-
terback Russell Hill, who threw 
for 350 yards and two touchdowns 
in last year’s matchup, to have a 
big day against the league’s worst 
passing defense.
Passing defense — the only 
team category on either side of the 
ball that the Bengals aren’t dead 
last in — is the only advantage 
they can hang their hat on. But it 
won’t be nearly enough for ISU, 
whose shoddy defense and tooth-
less offense leave them staring a 
record fifteenth straight confer-
ence loss straight in the face.
Prediction:
In a matchup of feline foes, it’s 
the Bobcats who roar, 38-14.
South Dakota vs. Northern 
Colorado
Former Division II North Cen-
tral Conference rivals go head to 
head in Greely, Colo., as Northern 
Colorado (2-6, 1-5) hosts South 
Dakota (3-4).
USD, now of the Great West 
Conference, hopes to bounce back 
after two straight overtime losses 
against a team that has struggled 
mightily since joining the Big Sky 
in 2007.
The Coyotes should give the 
Bears a run for their money, hav-
ing put up a fight in their last game 
against a Big Sky team, a 31-24 
loss at Montana State Oct. 17. 
Northern Colorado has given 
up fewer total yards than any oth-
er team in conference, and they’ll 
lean on standout junior lineback-
ers John Eddy and Matt King to 
step up as they try to pick up their 
second non-league win of the year.
It’s as good a chance as any 
for Northern coach Scott Down-
ing to improve on his 5-36 record 
with the program. But if there’s 
one thing Downing’s Bears have 
proved, it’s that a win is never a 
sure thing.
Prediction:
South Dakota steals one on the 
road, 28-21.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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Eastern Washington quar-
terback Matt Nichols gets 
rid of a pass against Montana 
earlier this season. The Eagles 
will face Portland State in Se-
attle this weekend, playing at 
Qwest Field for the first time 
in school history. 
Greg Lindstrom/
Montana Kaimin
Who’s Who On The Field
GRIZZLIES WILDCATS
Severin Campbell, junior defensive end Trevyn Smith, senior running back
Cameron Higgins, senior quarterback
Tim Toone, senior wide reciever
Toone rounds out the deadly trio for the Wildcat offense 
and his numbers are too stellar to ignore. He is second in the 
league in receptions per game (6.6), fourth in yards (89.8 per) 
and fifth in touchdowns scored (8). He will be accompanied 
on the perimeter by veteran wide receiver Mike Phillips to-
day. 
Higgins is top ten in nearly every statistical category 
in the Big Sky – including third in passing average (300.1 
yards per game) and sixth in passing efficiency (145.4). 
Higgins already carries 24 touchdown passes into this 
weekend’s showdown at Washington-Grizzly Stadium, 
but Weber State will rely on him to protect the ball (11 
interceptions so far in 2009) to ensure a chance to win. 
Smith will likely go down as one of the most prolific backs 
in the Big Sky Conference. The three-time all Big Sky is the 
league’s second leading rusher (103.4 yards per game), just 
two average yards shy of Eastern Washington high-flyer Tai-
wan Jones, but hasn’t put up the scoring numbers he did a year 
ago midway through the season. Smith has registered five 
touchdowns to complement his 4.4-yards-per-carry mark. 
Taylor Sedillo, junior linebacker
While Weber State’s league-leading offense garners a 
significant amount of attention, Ron McBride’s team also 
has a top five total defense in the Big Sky – and Sedillo 
is a centerpiece. He ranks sixth in the league – alongside 
Weber corner Jordan Brown – in tackles, registering 65 
total, including 23 solo stops.  
Chase Reynolds, junior running back 
Reynolds got plenty of help in Montana’s win over 
Sacramento State, as he and senior running back Thomas 
Brooks-Fletcher combined for more than 200 yards rushing. 
Reynolds has continued his dominance in the league in the 
past several weeks, leading the Big Sky in touchdowns (13) 
and scoring (78 points), and is fifth in rushing (83 yards per 
game).  
Trumaine Johnson, sophomore cornerback
Johnson, who suffered a head injury during an Oct. 20 prac-
tice at the Riverbowl, didn’t play last weekend against Sac-
ramento State and it’s unknown whether he will play against 
Weber. Should he go, Washington-Grizzly could be treated to 
a showdown between two of the best perimeter athletes in the 
conference — Johnson and Weber State’s senior wide receiver 
Tim Toone.  Johnson  has 24 tackles on the year, as well as a 
team high six break-ups and two interceptions.  
Marc Mariani, senior wide reciever
Like last year, Mariani continues to give Montana a special 
team’s edge. Mariani returned an 82-yard punt for a touchdown 
in the fourth quarter against Eastern Washington to break open 
a tied game and came back last week for a crucial 55-yard punt 
return to the Sacramento State five-yard line to set up a score for 
the Griz in their win last week.  He leads the Big Sky by a wide 
margin in punt return average (27.4).
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Monte gives his new pal Mo some pointers during the Griz game against Eastern Washington.
Campbell has worked his way into the starting rotation on 
a deep defensive line this year, becoming a top five tackler 
for Montana in the process. He has registered 30 tackles on 
the opposite side of senior end Jace Palmer, including 3.5 for 
a loss and a recovered fumble. 
